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SPRING 2019 

GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
"If you want to get rid of stuff, you can always do a good spring-cleaning. Or you can do what I do. 

Move." --Ellen DeGeneres 

    Happy Springtime, Friends! In the Friends' Book Room, under the 

mighty steam of loyal volunteers, it is spring-cleaning time, year-

round. If this season encourages you to lighten your lit, we are here to 

receive! Every book sold benefits the library.    

    Only two months into 2019, Friends raised over $8,400 in sales! 

Beyond our main event, the Annual Book Sale (Oct 3 - 5) our outlets 

include the Friends Book Shop on the second floor, Amazon sales - 

where we garner the biggest bucks, Best of Friends book cart by the 

Circulation Desk, Farmer's Market, 2nd Sunday and 3rd Thursdays, 

annual Moody Gardens Herb Fair, Members Only online collections.  

    Books we cannot sell still have life! Our expanding Community 

Outreach volunteers deliver books to various venues including RCC, Our 

Daily Bread, ACCT, St. Vincent's House, the VA Clinic and Gulf Coast 

Big Brothers Big Sisters.    

    Friends is an all-volunteer organization, but we could not function 

without the help and heart of Rosenberg Library's marvelous staff 

members. On April 9, we host a luncheon to celebrate National Library 

Workers Day, our way of honoring the professionals who keep our library 

thriving. Please take time in your week to come by and say thanks.  

    If you have time and ability to become a meaningful volunteer, we 

encourage you fill out the Volunteer Form on our website. If you have 

questions about any of our programs, you can reach me at (409) 763-

8854, ext. 129.   

    Thanks for being a Friend! 

Trish  

 
 
  

  
 

Volunteer Appreciation Event, August 29, 2018, Bryan Museum 



 

 
  

 

 

HONORING DIANE DONOHOE, SPECIAL COLLECTIONS VOLUNTEER 

 

    Diane Donohoe began volunteering in the Rosenberg Library’s Special Collections 

Department in March 2000, after retiring from a rewarding career in the legal profession. A 

passion for genealogical research had led her to the Galveston and Texas History Center in the 

early 1980s. As an avid researcher she wanted to know more about her great grandfather, a 

French immigrant who was the Galveston County causeway bridge tender during the 1900 

Storm. That search for information led to 19 years of service. 

    In 19 years (15,000+ hours), the work of volunteering in the library was never boring for her. 

For eight years, Diane served as Membership Chairman on the Board of Directors of the 

Friends, as well. In the History Center, she chose projects to work on that she thought would be 

most helpful to staff and patrons. She created a genealogical reference guide, “Find Your 

Roots,” a directory of Rosenberg Library Trustees and Directors from 1904 to the present, a 

finding aid to administrative policies and Rosenberg Library Museum donations, and an 

inventory of 25,000 issues of historic newspapers along with the newspaper microfilm 

collection. She inventoried almost 1,000 architectural projects and handled the off-site 

digitization of 19,000 drawings from the Raymond R. Rapp Architectural Collection. Her work 

on the Rapp Collection was especially meaningful since she met Mr. Rapp and discussed the 

collection with him. Diane assisted the GTHC Archivist with gathering items for the Rapp 

Collection. For her, processing his collection was a way to honor Mr. Rapp’s legacy.  

    A native and current resident of Houston, Diane drives 66 miles round trip to the library 

twice a week. She has also gone through three laptop computers! She does not see these as 

sacrifices though – volunteering with library staff, administration, and patrons is extremely 

rewarding and allows her to use her research and organizational skills to help people. As a self-

appointed volunteer docent, she enjoys meeting and greeting the many patrons who visit the 

library and museum. As she walks through the Rosenberg she often thinks of her ancestors, the 

visits they made to the library and the events they attended there.  

    Although Diane is moving out of state, she plans to continue working on her projects 

remotely. The library has been a fun place to volunteer and she will miss the visitors, staff and 

administration. Diane’s positivity and dedication have made her a true Friend to the Rosenberg 

Library! 
 

Left to right, Diane Donohoe in the Special Collections vault with the two largest collections she processed, the 

historic newspapers and the Raymond R. Rapp architectural drawings (in the blue bags).  Friends and the 

library honor Diane with a farewell party. 

 
 

  



 

 
  

GALVESTON MUSEUM DAY 

 

    Sponsored by the Galveston Island Convention and Visitors Bureau, Galveston’s first 

annual Museum Day was held on Saturday, January 26, 2019. Eleven area museums offered 

special visitor incentives, including discounted or free admission, guided tours, and fun 

activities for people of all ages. Thousands of local residents and out-of-town visitors 

participated in Museum Day.   

    More than 600 people visited the library on Museum Day, and over 300 completed a 

scavenger hunt of the building and received library mugs or pens.  Galveston Museum Day 

was a great success and is slated to become an annual event. 
 

 

 

 

MUSEUM BOOK CLUB, SPRING 2019 

 

    Special Collections will present a discussion of Philip McBride’s 

Tangled Honor, with a guest appearance by the author and original 

artifacts and documents from the Civil War, April 17, 12 – 1 pm, in 

the McCullough Room on the second floor. 

    Participants can read the book individually, with friends, or as part 

of an established book club. Register for the event by calling the 

Reference Desk at (409)763-8854, ext. 115.   

JOIN THE BANDWAGON 

 

    Friends of Rosenberg Library is looking for a few great members to join or re-join our 

organization that has been serving our community for 78 years. Currently for 2019 we have 

190 members, who have donated over $11,470.00. The Friends’ membership donations have 

provided some of the furnishings and appointments you find in the library. You can join for as 

little as $15 per year, with benefits that include preview of the annual book sale the first 

weekend in October, newsletters, online book sale opportunities, and the satisfaction of 

helping our wonderful library. Join at the circulation desk or at the book sale. You can pay by 

cash, check, credit card or PayPal. Don’t forget to like our Facebook page, 

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofRosenbergLibrary/, to receive important notices.  

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofRosenbergLibrary/


 

 
  

NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS BOOK SHOP 

 

    New Focus -  Look for our two new carts, one in the Book Shop on the second floor and the 

other at the first floor Circulation Desk. We have been able to keep both stocked (thanks to 

generous book donors) with new books and books in new condition. We have had the carts out 

since December, and they are favorite shopping spots.  

    Focus on Volunteers -  It takes many volunteers working many hours to process all the 

incoming books. This quarter we are highlighting two of our volunteers: Barbara Arnold and 

Happy Spillar. Among many other things, they research, assess, price and display all fiction 

books for the Book Shop. They perform the same tasks for our annual Book Sale (just x100 in a 

shorter amount of time). We appreciate every little thing they do. Thanks to both of them. 

    Focus on What's Coming Up - The following special offerings are highlighted in the 

coming months in the Book Shop. 

        April: Featherfest, Poetry, and All Things Nautical  

        May: See the World (travel), Graphic Novels, Comics, and Manga  

        June: War (a very popular category)  

        July: Collections/Sets  

    Come shop with us!! Thanks for all your support. 
 

  

COOKBOOK MEMORIES 

 

    The Friends’ Room’s cookbook section is full of memories. People we’ve known, places 

we’ve been, and things we’ve eaten. All are associated with food. 

    The following recipe is from a 1965 Texas cookbook we came across in the book room. As 

soon as we mentioned green Jell-O salad, everyone had a memory, some good, some not so 

good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Please send one of your favorite recipes and its memory to Cheryl Jenkines 

at, cjcellmail@yahoo.com. The Friends would love to publish them in future newsletters. 

Bon Appetit! 

  

 

Far left, Barbara Arnold and 

Happy Spillar. 

Left, Liz Perdue at Moody 

Gardens Herb Fair, March 

2019. 

Right, Checking out the new 

books on the book cart. 

mailto:cjcellmail@yahoo.com.


 

 
  

REMEMBERING JOHN S. CHRISTIAN, 1900 STORM VICTIM 

 

    John S. Christian, a day laborer, was 45 years old at the time of the hurricane.  He was born 

in April, 1855 in Germany.  Christian immigrated in 1870 and seven years later married his 

wife Nancy, who was born in Texas in October, 1857.  In 1900, they had six children: John 

(age 23), Mollie (20), Joseph (18), Edward (14), Bertha (19), and Arthur (6).  The children 

were all Texas natives.  The Christian family resided in Galveston at 2120 Avenue O 1/2 in 

Ward 9 (located between 21st Street and Rosenberg and bounded by Broadway to the north 

and the Gulf of Mexico to the south).  Ward 9 saw relatively few casualties in comparison to 

the city’s other coastal wards. 

     The Rosenberg Library has been engaged in documenting known victims of the hurricane 

since the spring of 2015.  Data are being compiled in a database, which will be uploaded for 

public access through the Galveston and Texas History Center’s website (www.gthcenter.org).  

If you have information about known victims of the 1900 Storm, email Casey Edward Greene, 

Rosenberg Scholar, at cgreene@rosenberg-library.org.  
 

 

Left, G-1771FF7.8-12.  21st Street and Avenue O 1/2.  “Debris where 60 

bodies were recovered.” Photographer: E. D. Aiken, Galveston, [September 

1900]. 

 
 SOUVENIR GIFTS IN LOCAL ESTABLISHMENTS 

 

    Our beautiful souvenir ornaments are just $20, and T shirts are $15. These make wonderful 

gifts, and all proceeds support new acquisitions for the library. Available at the Circulation 

Desk and at various local establishments in Galveston. Ornaments are available at Luna Home 

and Gifts at 525 22nd Street. 

 

 

 
  

http://www.gthcenter.org/
mailto:cgreene@rosenberg-library.org


 

 
  

 

WHAT FUN WE HAD…CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT, SPRING 2019 
 

 
 

The Children’s Department got a brand-new, custom-

designed vinyl tile floor. It was a huge project involving 

moving everything out of the department, taking up 

temporary residency in the Patrons Room on the 2nd floor, 

and then putting everything back right. The new floor is 

beautiful and a patron dubbed it the “Eric Carle” floor and 

I heartily concur! The vibrant variations of color make it 

stunning. If the department should flood again the new 

flooring will make cleanup swifter and easier. 
 

Spring activities included 

Pancakes for Supper, Game Day, 

Lego Brick Yard, Bubble 

Programs, Create-Your-Own 

Puzzle and a Tinkergarten visit. 

Best of all, we welcomed back 

Heather Owens from maternity 

leave. We’re happy to announce 

our newest patron Dylan Ryker 

Owens (below). 
 

 

 

 

Professor Suds catches Children’s 

Director, Karen Stanley, in a giant 

bubble. All participants had a photo-

shoot opportunity to be caught in a 

bubble.  
 

 

Tinkergarten 

encouraged 

outdoor play while 

re-enacting the 

story “Stone 

Soup.” 

 
 

Palm Beach summer reading will kick-off 

on Friday, May 31. Will we top the 601 

participants from 2018? 



 

 
  

 THE LIFE CYCLE OF A BOOK DONATED TO FRIENDS 

 

Friends depends on the generosity of members like you, who donate new and like-new books. 

These donations are the backbone of our resale programs, through which we raise funds to 

purchase new materials for the library. We thought you might like to have a glimpse into what 

happens to the books you donate. 
 

 

You bring a 
book in to the 
Circulation 
Desk. 

 

The book goes 
to the Friends 
Book Room for 
sorting and 
assessment. 
 

The book is stored 
by genre/category 
for the Annual 
Book Sale, OR 
 

The book is put up 
for sale in the 
Book Room, on 
Amazon, or in 
Online Collections. 
 

100% of the 
revenue from the 
sale of the book 
goes to new 
acquisitions. 
 

The Life Cycle of a 
Book Donated to 

Friends 
 

GETTING READY ALL YEAR LONG 

 

    The Friends Annual Used Book Sale will be October 3-5. Thursday evening October 3 from 

5 - 8 pm is for members only.  If you are currently not a 2019 member, now is the time to join.  

The times for the public sale are Friday, October 4, 12 - 6 pm and Saturday, October 5, 10 am - 

4 pm. We have thousands of like-new books, as well as CDs, DVDs and audio books. This 

year we also have special sets of bound magazines, art prints and many old and collectible 

books.  All of the proceeds from this sale benefit our library with new books and support of 

department programs.  As you know, this sale is not possible without our volunteers, so please 

save the dates and give of your time. We appreciate our friends and hope you will join us for 

this year’s book sale. 
 

   



 

 
 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

    On December 19, 2018, we started construction on the long awaited Phase VII project.  This project 

includes a restoration of the gorgeous historic architecture of the fourth floor of the building, a 

complete redesign and expansion of the museum exhibit spaces in this area, and a set of improvements 

designed to make the two levels of the fourth floor of the library more accessible to visitors with 

disabilities.  As part of the planned restoration of the historic architecture, a magnificent leaded glass 

ceiling, removed when the library building was air conditioned in the early 1960’s, will be recreated 

and installed in the ceiling of the newly renovated space. 

 

    Planned museum improvements will enable the library’s museum staff to organize a greater variety 

of museum exhibits.  This is especially important because of the size of the library’s extraordinary 

museum collection.  The new museum configuration and custom cases will also enable the library 

safely to exhibit many items that have not previously been seen by visitors to the library.  We expect to 

go out to bid for the custom exhibit cases on or before April 15.  

 

    The two million dollar plus Phase VII project is expected to be completed by September, 2019. 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the library’s fall fundraisers. 

 

    During the last four years, the Rosenberg Library has experienced a significant uptick in the number 

of meeting room reservations. Since 2014, library patron meeting room reservations are up by more 

than 300%.  Many of these reservations now involve teleconferencing requests. This has all been made 

possible through newly acquired equipment and software that permit remote attendees to see, hear, and 

actively participate in meetings.  The library has seven meeting rooms that are available to community 

groups without charge during library hours.  All of the meeting rooms at the library are equipped with 

Wi-Fi and wired internet connections.  For more information about teleconferencing and other audio- 

visual equipment that is available for use, please contact the library’s Computer Services department at 

409.763.8854 ext.138. 

 

    Thank you for being a Friend of the Rosenberg Library. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

John Augelli 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

Left, Photograph of work in 

progress on the restoration of the 

4th floor of the library. 

 


