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                        FALL 2018 

Greetings from the President 
Hello, Friends, 
    Since last spring, Friends has continued to grow and change with the help of 
devoted volunteers.  The annual membership meeting in May ushered in new 
officers and committee chairpersons, as reflected on the masthead, left. With 
new faces and talents, we refresh and look forward to honoring the continued 
growth and momentum in our service to Rosenberg Library.  
    After sixteen years of dedicated service, our dear friend, Cheryl Jenkines, 
stepped down as Friends President. Many innovative and progressive 
accomplishments were instituted during her watch. A short list includes the 
creation of the Friends Book Shop on the second floor, as well as added venues 
to raise money for the library such as Friends Online Book Shop, Amazon Sales 
and Farmer's Market. See below how Cheryl was honored by the Friends Board 
of Directors. 
    It's time for our favorite Literary Love Fest! As we say a rousing goodbye to 
summer, we look forward with excitement to the magical tenth month! Though 
not the harbinger of “Frost on the Punkin" for those on the Texas Gulf Coast, as 
reliably as fall foliage up north comes our celebrated autumnal event - Friends of 
Rosenberg Library Used Book Sale, October 4, 5, and 6, always the first 
weekend of October! We’ve got an exceptional collection of books, records, 
CDs, and more, lined up for your shopping pleasure. All proceeds go toward 
new acquisitions for the library. We look forward to seeing you there! 
Trish 
 

 

Always active, Friends celebrate Cheryl’s leadership, the library staff, and Amazon 
sales by Jill Randall and Margaret Canavan. 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

   

 

 
  

Just a few of the many 

activities of the Children’s 

Department this summer.   

*Kidz Pacz 

*Orbit 

*Watercolors 

*Legos 

*Chemistry with Jim 

Pennington 

*Hula hoops 

*Summer Reading 

Kickoff at Palm Beach 

601 participants, 13,997 

books read 

*111 programs, 7686 

attendees 

    

   



 

 
  

 
Galveston Photography 

1860-1890 
    Rosenberg Library announces its newest exhibit:  Galveston Photography, 1860-1890. An opening 
reception will be Saturday, September 15 from 6 - 8 p.m. in the fourth floor Harris Gallery.  Anne Peterson, 
Curator of Photographs at Southern Methodist University’s DeGolyer Library, will give a guest lecture at 6:30 
p.m. in the Fox Room.   
    The exhibit will include the earliest known photographs of downtown Galveston, taken by Sache & Potter 
Studio in 1861, just before the Civil War.  Other images include the aftermath of a devastating hurricane that 
stuck the island in October 1867, as well as damage from a downtown fire in 1877.  One of the most striking 
images in the exhibit is a photograph of three men in a canoe, resting above a frozen Galveston Bay after a 
winter storm in 1886. 
    Also on view will be stereoviews, double images from slightly different perspectives that appear three-
dimensional when viewed with a special lens, created by Galveston photographer P.H. Rose in the mid-1880s.  
Special viewing glasses will be available in the exhibit gallery. 
     Galveston Photography 1860-1890 is on display through December 31, 2018.  The exhibit is located in 
the Harris Gallery on the library’s fourth floor and can be viewed Monday through Saturday from 9 

a.m. to 6 p.m.  Admission to the museum galleries is always free.   
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Clockwise, Parson’s Wharf, 1861; the aftermath 

of a storm, 1867; frozen Galveston Bay, 1886; 
and stereoview of the Galveston Cotton 
Exchange interior. 

 



 

 
  

American Library Association’s Annual Conference 
 
   Jesús Moya, Adult Services Manager, attended the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans, June 
21-26. Highlights included an opening by former First Lady Michelle Obama, a library and literacy 
advocate; the first public screening for librarians of Emilio Estevez’s film, “The Public,” a movie that 
reflects what working in a public library is like; and the renaming of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award 
to the Children’s Literature Legacy Award, noteworthy because the change came from Wilder’s 

portrayal of indigenous people, causing fallout and disagreement over whether past infractions should 
blemish historically important contributions to literature.  
    Jesús attended a wide-ranging number of events, talks, and presentations. He thoroughly enjoyed 
“The Public,” because Estevez and his partners keyed in on details and important aspects of modern 
librarianship. Libraries aren’t just about books; patrons and their needs are just as important as the 
access that they provide.  
    Moya also attended sessions on library security, how to respond to negative attention and press, 
supporting diverse populations through social media, graphic novels for teens AND adults, and a 
variety of meet and greet opportunities with authors.  
    An important aspect of attending conferences is being able to network and connect with vendors and 
service providers to help solve issues and problems. At Rosenberg Library, some patrons had 
requested to see the list of books previously checked out, but because of privacy protection measures, 
the software didn’t provide simple tracking of checkout history. Jesús was able to speak face-to-face 
with representatives of the software service to convey how important it was for this feature to work 
correctly in a way that preserved our patron’s privacy. The service provider has since been able to 

make corrections to the software. 
    Of interest to the Friends group, Jesús attended a presentation by the Friends of the Library (FOL) 
of Central Washington University. This group had experienced ups and downs in group membership 
and focus. They were able to revitalize the group by identifying the needs of their community and 
creating goals for their group to help with these needs. Steps taken to reinvigorate the FOL group 
included implementing board member retreats, rebranding the mission and image of the FOL, 
recruiting new members, and increasing collaboration between the FOL and Library/University 
departments.  
    Overall, this year’s ALA was a positive opportunity to learn more about best practices in “Library-
land,” connect with other librarians and vendors, and gain exposure to new ideas for improvement.  
 
                           

 

 

 

 
    

Highlights of the American Library Association’s Annual Conference were the opening speech by library supporter, 

Michelle Obama; showing of the movie, “The Public,” by Emilio Estevez; and presentation of a panel discussion about 
Latino diversity in young adult literature.  

Did you know? Friends’ first meeting was June 20, 1940. The first President was Mrs. P. Cortes 
Pauls. 
 



 

 

 
 
  

Annual Used Book Sale  
 
    The Friends Annual Used Book Sale takes center stage October 
4-6. Thursday evening October 4 from 5-8 pm is for members 
only.  Those currently not 2018 members can join or update 
membership at the door.  The times for the sale are Friday 12-6 
pm and Saturday 10 am - 4 pm. 
    We have over 30,000 books, as well as CDs, DVDs and audio 
books. This year we also have special sets of bound magazines, 
antique pieces from the attic, art prints, and many old collectible 
books.  Proceeds benefit the library with new books and support 
of department programs.   
    This sale is not possible without volunteers. Alison 
Christensen, our volunteer coordinator, is currently scheduling 
workers.  Please join us by contacting Alison by email at 
alison@sandnsea.com or at 409-539-1794.  We appreciate our 
friends and hope to see you at this year’s book sale. 
    Another important component of a successful sale is getting 
buyers to come.  The help of each of you in getting the word out 
is always vital.  This is what you can do: 
 
- Flyers, hard copies – Flyers advertising the sale are in the 

book work room for you to pick up and post.  (Be sure to take 
clear tape and push pins to use.)  Post them in the gym, 
grocery store, where you get your hair done, and other places 
that have bulletin boards, windows, or doors where they can 
be seen. 

- Flyer, jpeg – The flyer in jpeg form is on the Library website 
and is available to download to your Facebook accounts, 
electronic neighborhood networks, etc. 

- Bookmarks – These will be in the book work room. 
- Press release – Brad Gulick has written a press release to 

download to your Facebook and neighborhood networks.  
Contact Nita Caskey at utx4nc@att.net, if you would like to 
have it.  

- Yard signs – H-frame yard signs are on order to place in yards 
with busy traffic the week of the sale.  We will re-use them 
each year.  Here are some reminders of restrictions:  The City 
doesn’t allow them to be placed in City rights-of-way or 
easements.  Signs must be retrieved after the sale and returned 
to the book work room to store until next year.   

- Be sure to ask permission to post flyers and yard signs on 
private property. 

    Thank you in advance for all of your help. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The Friends Annual Used 
Book Sale, a special tradition, 
sparks memories of warm 
friendships, time shared in set-
up and clean-up, and, oh, the 
shopping! Please join us 
October 4-6 as we raise funds 
for our beloved Rosenberg 
Library. 

 

mailto:alison@sandnsea.com


 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Recently Digitized Collections from the Galveston 
and Texas History Center 

 
    Staff and volunteers of the Galveston and Texas History 
Center have been hard at work digitizing photos and 
documents related to Galveston and early Texas history. Here 
are some of the collections that have been digitized in the last 
six months: 

 G-Files: Selling and Distribution – Photos of grocery 
stores, drug stores, the Cotton Exchange, warehouses, 
and grain elevators  

 G-Files: War and Military Affairs – Photos of Fort 
Crockett and other military forts, military parades, 
naval vessels and submarines, battles, and veterans 

 G-Files: Orphanages – Photos of St. Mary’s 

Orphanage and the nuns and children who lived there 
 James Morgan Papers – All materials relating to 

slavery, the Texas Revolution, and Morgan’s personal 

correspondence 
 Sarah E. McCrea Letter and Henry Clay Gilliland 

Memoir – Manuscripts describing interactions with 
Native Americans on the Texas frontier 

    The majority of this work has been done by two dedicated 
volunteers, John Wolbrecht and Laura Matteson, and GTHC’s 

Senior Archivist, Sean McConnell. These collections have 
been digitized in-house, which kept them available to 
researchers throughout the process.  
    How can you find more? Click on “Search Archives 

Catalog” from the Galveston and Texas History Center’s 

homepage at gthcenter.org. For more information, contact 
Lauren Martino, Special Collections Manager at 
lmartino@rosenberg-library.org or 409-763-8854 x117. 
 

 

 

 

Photo captions and credits: 
 
 1. Sister Vincent Cottier of St. Mary’s Orphanage with two children. Circa 1895. Galveston Photographic 
Subject Files: Orphanages. Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Texas. 
2. First Ward Market. Circa 1890. On the back of the photo is written, “1st Ward Market, the first meat and 
vegetable public market established in Galveston. For many years the bell in the tower rang out the hours 
through the night.”  
3. First page of Sarah E. McCrea’s letter recounting her experiences moving to Lampasas County in the 
1850s and living among Native American tribes. Sarah E. McCrea letter. Rosenberg Library, Galveston, 
Texas. 
4. Troops on Seawall Boulevard. Circa 1913. Photo by Joseph M. Maurer. Galveston Photographic Subject 
Files: War and Military Affairs. Rosenberg Library, Galveston, Texas. 
 
 
 

  

 

http://gthcenter.org/
mailto:lmartino@rosenberg-library.org


 

  
 
 
 
 

Bargains Galore at the Book Shop  
 
    Business in the Book Shop has been booming this calendar year, made possible by the 
combined efforts of many. Thanks go to the hard-working library staff, our selfless volunteers, 
the generous citizens of our community, and the many purchasers. Gently used books, DVDs, 
and audio books are sold in the Book Shop, many for $1 - $3, and most for $5 or under.  
    This month, choose from books and materials that focus on school at our Back to School 
table. We are especially excited about our collection of All Things Texas, supplemented by some 
fiction and nonfiction about the long-ago West. (This collection is inspired the The Bryan 
Museum and all the great things it does for the community. See TheBryanMuseum.org. ) 
    After great success with the Amazon 100 Books You Should Read in Your Lifetime, we began 
gathering, displaying, and selling PBS's The Great American Read collection. (To vote on your 
favorite books, visit www.pbs.org/the-great-american-read/home.)    
    Finally, back issues of Rolling Stone magazine will be available in mid-September.  
    Of course, we continue with our expansive fiction section, child-through-young adult books, 
and the nonfiction collection. It’s the best place in town for gifts and treasures at unbelievable 

prices, and all proceeds go toward new acquisitions for the library.  
    We appreciate every visit and every purchase. 
 
 

 

FRIENDS MEMBERS = LIBRARY SUPPORT 
 
    Friends has served this community for 77 years. Each year members support the Friends and 
the library with meaningful contributions of money, books and other media, and countless 
volunteer hours.  
    In January, the new Friends year begins, so if you haven’t renewed your membership, please 

do so online at rlfriends@rosenberg-library.org or in person at the book sale. Thus far in 2018, 
we have 293 members (257 renewals and 36 new), who have donated over $15,000. 
    Anyone can join for as little as $15 per year with benefits that include preview of the book 
sale, newsletters, online book sale opportunities and the satisfaction of supporting the library. 
You may pay by cash, check or credit card.    
    Being a Friend is rewarding and fun. Each and every one of the articles in this newsletter 
represents a program or a function of the library that is made possible by the generosity of 
Friends. Help us spread the word, so we can grow our membership. 
    Thank you for being a Friend! 
 
 

http://www.pbs.org/the-great-american-read/home
mailto:rlfriends@rosenberg-library.org


 

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Salt Cedars Gave Island False Sense of Security  
 

    At the time of the 1900 Storm, sand dunes were the only 
protection Galveston had from the Gulf of Mexico.  Twenty-
five years earlier, local beaches were already in a weakened 
state due to excavation of sand by citizens.  The 1875 Storm 
further eroded the beaches by washing away sand 
embankments, giving impetus to the erection of a natural 
protective barrier.   
    Under the heading “Practical Suggestions” in the 

Galveston Daily News, October 1, 1875, Thomas J. Heard, a 
physician, proposed the planting of “ranges,” or rows, of salt 

cedars along the beaches.  The invasive bushes, which 
consume copious volumes of water, would grow together 
creating a hedgerow that would trap sand.  Bermuda grass 
planted between the rows would provide further anchorage. 
The resulting “seawall” would be at least ten feet high.    
    In December 1878, City Engineer Michael L. Lynch 
reported to the Board of Aldermen that the planting of a 
natural barrier was underway.  Prisoners conducted the 
plantings of salt cedars which stood in three rows, each ten 
feet apart.  The bushes were planted ten feet from each other. 
The Galveston Sunday Opera Glass, February 17, 1884, 
rhapsodized about the absence of threats thanks to the beach 
barrier: “Galveston nestles by the sea in sweet security, 
fanned by the sweet sea breeze, which tempers the summer’s 

heat.”  The 1886 hurricane upended this romantic view by 

washing out the salt cedar barrier between 13th Street and the 
Beach Hotel.   
    In 1887, thinking turned to developing a man-made seawall 
to protect Galveston.  However, nothing came of two 
proposed versions.  An entrenched mentality took hold 
among Galveston’s political and business leaders that theirs 

was a community immune to disaster.  The leaders’ tunnel 

vision and inertia led to horrifying results in September, 
1900.  
 

Photo 1:  Salt cedars. (Wikimedia 
Commons) 
Photo 2:  Detail of Augustus 
Koch’s 1885 bird’s-eye map of 
Galveston showing the salt cedar 
barrier immediately behind the 
beach (Galveston & Texas History 
Center) 
 
 Curious About Food? 
    Shop hundreds of regional and international cookbooks at the 
Annual Book Sale. There is a wealth of Texas cookbooks with an 
emphasis on books published by Galveston and Houston 
organizations. In the retro section we have multiple copies of Betty 
Crocker's Boys and Girls Cookbook, first published in 1957. It has 
charming illustrations and easy-to-make recipes. In health section we 
have cookbooks that tell you how to cook with only proteins and 
others books that avoid proteins, your choice! 
  



 

 
 
  

  
 

New Laser Cutter & 3D Printer Added to Computer Lab Ensemble 
 

    The computer lab on the third floor has added two new machines to its repertoire. This 
brand new technology comes in the form of a new laser cutter, a P-Series 24x16+ CO2 laser 
from Full Spectrum Laser. The cutter is a powerful machine, built to handle almost anything. 
Soon to be available to patrons and staff alike, the laser can both cut and engrave, and has a 
work area of 24” by 16” with a laser strong enough to cut up to ½” thick acrylic or wood 

boards. An additional rotary attachment allows us to engrave bottles and other round objects, 
allowing the laser cutter to have countless applications. Tests so far have resulted in some 
amazing products, including an etching of Elvis Presley, and some puzzle piece dice that were 
etched and cut out of wood. The Computer Lab staff is still testing the laser cutter and 
becoming more familiar with its various capabilities, but the machine will be available for the 
public use in the near future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wood etching of Elvis Presley 

 
Glass etched with 

“Rosenberg Library” 
 

 
Puzzle piece dice set, cut out 

of wood 
and glued together 

 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
                  Laser cutter                    3D Printer 
 
 The second technology addition is a new 3D printer. The computer lab made the decision to 
replace the old 3D printer with a more user-friendly and updated Ultimaker 3 Extended. This 
new 3D printer has additional features not available on the previous machine and also allows 
users to pick from a broad range of materials to print their creations. The new materials 
available in the lab include a variety of PLA and ABS filaments, one of which is a striking 
metallic gold color. The new 3D printer is currently up and running, and the Computer Lab is 
accepting appointments for printing. As always, the Computer Lab offers a free 3D Design 
class to any member of the public who is interested in the world of 3D printing.  
    For more information about any of the new technology, or to sign up for one of the free 
classes, please contact the computer lab at (409) 763-8854 ext. 130, or email  
computerlab@rosenberg-library.org. 
 

   

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Executive Director 
Dear Friends:  
    During the past five months, our staff has implemented a variety of policy tweaks and 
service improvements based on suggestions from a March 2018 library patron survey.  Some of 
the new enhancements include the creation of a new young adult computer area on the third 
floor, formation of a Christian fiction section for the new book area, addition of a text 
messaging notification option for holds and due date reminders (patrons can now opt to get 
these notifications either via email or text message), increase in the number of holds for new 
materials that patrons can have at any one time from 5 to 15, and option for requesting the 
purchase of new books and audio visual items through our website.  In the next few weeks, 
staff is hoping to roll out new options for patrons who wish to have our integrated library 
system (on-line catalog) maintain a history of the books and audio visual materials that they 
have checked out.  With respect to a library cardholder’s check-out history, the default setting 
will continue to be that the library will not keep a history once the materials have been 
returned, so patrons interested in this service will have to specifically change the settings in 
their accounts to track materials they borrow.  Patrons who have questions about how to 
change the settings on their accounts can stop by the second floor reference desk, where staff is 
always ready to assist.  Based on patron suggestions, the library has also implemented 
measures to reduce the wait time for high demand library materials.  The library is also adding 
a pair of new easy chairs that will be located by the new book section, something patrons also 
asked for in the survey. 
    In other news, the Internet speed available at the library was increased three fold in August 
from 500 Mbps to 1.5 Gbps.  We also plan to roll out a brand new video streaming option for 
patrons called Kanopy before October 1.  Kanopy has a selection of 30,000 movies, which 
library patrons will be able to access without charge. Look for Kanopy under the e-library tab 
on the library’s website (www.rosenberg-library.org). We have also added new technology for 
patrons as part of the library’s maker space area on the third floor of the building.  Our 

computer services staff plans to start offering laser cutter demonstrations for patrons by the end 
of September. The library’s new laser cutter can do some amazing things with glass, wood, 

leather and anodized aluminum.  
    This summer, the Rosenberg Library again partnered with the Galveston County Food Bank 
to distribute food parcels for needy kids.  On average, the library distributed 314 parcels of 
non-perishable food items each week.  
    The other important bit of news is that we expect to begin construction on the library’s Phase 

VII project sometime in November.  As part of the work, we will be uncovering and restoring 
the magnificent architecture on the fourth floor of the Rosenberg Wing of the building.  The 
Phase VII project will also include a major renovation and upgrade of the fourth floor museum 
spaces, as well as other improvements to make the two levels of the fourth floor more 
accessible to patrons with disabilities.  A special thank you goes to all who have contributed to 
the library’s Reconstruction Fund. 
 
Sincerely, 
John Augelli 
Executive Director 
  


